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Residential Foundation Repair: What Every Homeowner Should Know

Protecting Your Home With Expert Guidance
From United Structural Systems

Cracks in your walls. Doors that no longer close properly.
Floors that suddenly feel uneven underfoot. These issues
might seem small at first, but they’re often the earliest

signs of a larger structural problem: foundation damage.

At United Structural Systems, we’ve been helping lllinois
homeowners protect their most valuable investment
since 1979. As a family-owned company that is insured,
bonded, and trusted for over four decades, we know
that foundation repair can feel overwhelming. That’s
why we’ve created this guide — to help you understand
when residential foundation repair is necessary, why it
matters, and how to choose the right expert to restore
your home’s stability and safety.

Signs You May Need Residential Foundation Repair

Foundation issues rarely appear overnight. Instead, they often start with subtle warning signs that gradually worsen over
time. As a homeowner, it’s important to recognize these red flags early:

e (Cracks in walls or basement floors — Thin hairline cracks may be normal, but widening, stair-step, or horizontal
cracks often signal foundation settlement or shifting.

¢ Doors and windows that stick — If you suddenly struggle to open or close them, the frame may have shifted due to
movement in the foundation.

¢ Uneven or sagging floors — Sloping or bouncy floors indicate that part of your home’s foundation may be settling
unevenly.

e Water in basements or crawl spaces — Poor drainage and foundation cracks allow moisture to seep in, weakening
structural integrity.

¢ (Gaps around trim, cabinets, or exterior brickwork — These misalignments often occur when the foundation is shifting.

If you notice any of these signs, don’t ignore them. Addressing foundation issues early can save you thousands in future
repairs and prevent your home from losing value.
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Why Timely Foundation Repair Matters

Foundation problems rarely stay the same — they get worse. Here’s why acting quickly is so important:
e Structural stability — Left untreated, foundation damage can compromise the overall safety of your home.

e Escalating costs — Small cracks today can turn into major structural repairs tomorrow. Early fixes are far more
affordable.

¢ Property value protection — Foundation issues are one of the first things buyers and inspectors look for. A strong
foundation means a stronger resale value.

Seasonal conditions in lllinois also play a role. During spring and winter, shifting soil moisture can worsen foundation
settlement. In summer, dry soil contraction can intensify cracks and uneven support. That’s why the best time for
residential foundation repair is often as soon as you notice an issue — not when the weather makes it worse.

Understanding the Foundation Repair Process

Homeowners often hesitate to call for help because they’re
unsure what to expect. At United Structural Systems, we
make the process straightforward and stress-free:

1. Free Inspection & Estimate — Our team evaluates your
home and identifies the underlying cause of the issue.

2. Diagnosis — We explain what’s happening, whether it’s
settlement, cracks, or water intrusion.

3. Customized Repair Plan — Depending on your situation,
solutions may include:
- Helical Piles: Steel shafts installed deep into stable soil to provide lasting support.
- Resistance Piles: Ideal for homes experiencing significant settlement.
- Tieback Anchors: Used to stabilize bowing or leaning basement walls.
- Waterproofing Solutions: Protecting your basement or crawl space from ongoing moisture.

4. Professional Installation — Work is completed by trained, insured experts using proven engineering methods.

5. Peace of Mind — With a repaired foundation, your home is safe, secure, and structurally sound.
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Permits and Regulations Homeowners Should Know

Many homeowners are surprised to learn that foundation
repair often requires building permits. Municipalities
want to ensure all structural work meets local safety
codes. But the good news is: you don’t have to navigate
this process alone.

United Structural Systems handles the permitting
process for you. Our decades of experience mean we
know exactly what each lllinois municipality requires.
This ensures your repair is not only done right but also
fully compliant with local regulations — giving you one
less thing to worry about.

How to Choose the Right Foundation Repair Expert

Not all foundation repair companies are equal. Before
trusting someone with your home, consider these key
factors:

e Experience & Longevity — Has the company been
around long enough to prove their reliability? (USS
has been serving lllinois homeowners since 1979.)

e (redentials — Only hire a contractor who is insured
and bonded for your protection.

e Transparent Pricing — A reputable company will offer
free, no-obligation estimates and explain costs clearly.

¢ Proven Methods — Look for solutions backed by
engineering and tested over decades.

e (Customer Reputation — Reviews, referrals, and local
trust matter when choosing a contractor.
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Why Homeowners Trust United Structural Systems

For over 40 years, homeowners throughout lllinois have chosen USS for residential foundation repair because we
combine expertise, trust, and personal service.

e Founded in 1979 — A long history of serving our
community.

¢ Insured & Bonded — Extra protection and peace of
mind for every homeowner.

¢ Residential Specialists — Dedicated to solving the
unique challenges of home foundations.

¢ Free Estimates — No-obligation inspections and
honest recommendations.

¢ Proven Solutions — Engineering-backed methods that
last for generations.

Conclusion: Protect Your Home With the Right Partner

Your home’s foundation is more than concrete and
steel — it’s the base that supports everything you love.
By recognizing the warning signs, acting quickly, and
choosing the right expert, you can ensure your house
remains safe and stable for decades to come.

At United Structural Systems, we make residential
foundation repair simple, reliable, and stress-free. With
over four decades of trusted experience, we’re here to
protect your investment and give you peace of mind.

Call United Structural Systems today at 847-382-
2882 or request your free estimate online at www.
unitedstructuralsystems.com.
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